The main purpose of this study was to examine the causes for absenteeism among primary school children in Baireddypalli Mandal of Chittoor District. In this study, stratified random sampling method was adopted. The participants of the study were 240 students of IV and V classes of six M.P.P. Schools, in Baireddypalli Mandal, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh, India in 2013 -2014 
educational facilities available in the country at the time, the goal ws far too ambitious to achieve within a short span of ten years. Hence the target date was shifted a number of times . Till 1960, all efforts were focused on provision of schooling facilities. It was only after the near realization of the goal of access that other components of UEE such as universal enrolment and retention, started receiving attention of planners and policy makers. It is the quality of education, which is at present in the focus in all programmes relating to elementary education in general and primary education in particular. Significant efforts have been made in the last Sixty years to universalize the elementary education. Since 1950, impressive progress has been made in every sphere of elementary education. In 1950 -51, there were about 210 thousand primary and 14 thousand upper primary schools. Their numbers are now increased. The ratio of primary to upper primary schools over time has improved which is at present 3.3. The number of single-teacher primary schools has also considerably declined.
Over a period of time, enrolment, both at the primary and upper levels of education, has increased significantly. The transition from primary to upper primary and upper primary to secondary level is as high as 94 and 83 percent. However, the learner"s achievement across the country remained unsatisfactory and far below than the expectations. The Government of India initiated a number of programmes and projects to attain the status of universal enrolment. Despite all these significant achievements, the goal of universal elementary education remains elusive and far a distant dream. A little less than 50% of the total population in 1991 was illiterate but since then the country has made considerable progress both in terms of total (7+ population) and adult literacy (15+) rates. The literacy rate (7+ population) increased from 52% in 1991 to 62% in 1998 , thus showing as impressive increase of 10% points in a short period of about seven years. The adult literacy rate (15+ population) also increased significantly from 49% in 1991 to 57% in 1998, thus showing an increase of 8% points in a short span of about seven years. The significant improvement in literacy rates is because of the measures that have been initiated during that period. The literacy programmes in India are managed by the National Literacy Mission (NLM) launched in 1992 with an aim to make 10 million literates of the age group 15 -35 years by the turn of the century i.e. 1999.
The scheme of Operation Black Board (OBB) was launched on September 30, 1986 to improve facilities in schools by providing more teachers, rooms and teaching-learning equipments. The OBB scheme seeks to bring both the qualitative and quantitative improvements in primary education. But a large number of primary schools still has only few teachers and do not have adequate physical facilities and other teachinglearning material. In addition, a few schools do not have buildings and those who have, may not be in good condition and need repairs. The instructional rooms are also not adequate in a good number of primary schools. Even if the teaching-learning material is available that itself is not a guarantee that teachers are equipped to utilize these aids, which is noticed recently even in a state like Kerala also.
The National Programme for Nutritional Support to Primary Education ( MID-DAY Meal) launched in 1995 provides food grains / cooked meals to children in primary classes. This programme assures 100 grams of grains per day for children attending the schools for at least 80% of the total school days in a month. This programme has benefited more than 100 million children spread over 0.75 million schools.
The Government of India has also initiated an ambitious programme called Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) in 2001: an initiative for Universal Elementary Education to achieve the goal of UEE. The targets under SSA is that all children will bring back to school by 2003 and complete five years of schooling by 2007 and eight years by 2010. Accordingly, all children of age group 6-11 years will have to be enrolled by the year 2002-03 and retain till 2007 to achieve UPE. As per the proposals, all the districts of the country will come under the SSA before the end of the Ninth Plan i.e. 2002. By no magic, it can be achieved. Even, the Dakar Framework for Action to which India is a signatory envisages achieving the goal of UPE by the year 2015. This programme is collectively supported by the World Bank, the European Commission and United Kingdom"s DFID; of these World Bank is the single largest contributor. 
Twelfth Five Year Plan Strategy:
The overarching goal of the Twelfth Plan is to enro OoSC (Out of School Children), reduce dropouts and improve learning outcomes across the elementary school years.
Targets for the Twelfth Plan:
1. Ensure universal access and , in keeping with letter and spirit of the RTE Act, provide good-quality free and compulsory education to all children in age group of 6-14 years. 2. Improve attendance and reduce dropout rates at the elementary level to below 10% and lower the percentage of OoSC at the elementary level to below 2% for all socio-economic and minority groups and in all states. 3. Increase enrolments at higher levels of eduation and raise the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER ) at the secondary level to over 90% , at senior secondary level to over 65%. 4. Raise the overall literacy rate to over 80% and reduce the gender gap in literacy to less than 10%. 5. Provide at least one year of well-supported, well-resourced pre-school education in primary schools to all children, particularly those in educationally backward blocks ( EBBs ) 6. Improve learning outcomes that are measured, monitored and reported independently at all levels of School education with a special focus on ensuring that all children master basic reading and numeracy skills by class 2 and skills of critical thinking, expression and problem solving by class 5. Primary education is a fundamental right in India and an important goal to which India and the World Bank are totally committed. The Government of India recognize education as a critical input of the development of human capital, jobs for its people, and economic growth for the country. In the mid 1990"s , a series of District Primary Education Programs (DPEP) were introduced in districts where female literacy rates were low. The DPEP pioneered new initiative to bring out-of-school children into school, and were the first to decentralize planning for primary education and actively involve communities.
Challenges Ahead Primary Education
Despite these gains, the demand for education far exceeds supply at all levels, both in terms of access and quality. About 10 million primary age children remain out of school and social disparities persist. Some independent surveys have shown that half of all children in the 6-14 age group cannot read.
The key challenge ahead is to finish the "Access agenda" while dramatically increasing focus on the quality of education provided. This requires more attention to classroom processes, basic reading skills in early grades, teacher quality and accountability, community or parent over sight and better evaluation and assessment of learning out comes. The low quality of primary education affects the quality of learning at the secondary level. In addition to this are issues of inappropriate curriculum and poor teaching practices.
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya were established to encourage primary education. National Means-cum-Merit scholarship is being awarded to encourage the children of primary and secondary schools. Effect of absence Among the many factors that contribute to the educational wastage, a probable factor of which we hear more and more these days is certain degree of apathy or indifference towards studies and irregularity of attendance at classes among students. Truancy at school or absenting from classes is not a new phenomenon but has probably been there for centuries. As observed by Reavis and Pierce (1953) " a child must be physically present in school if he is to derive maximum benefit". Irregular attendance leads ultimately to wastage and stagnation. Educational wastage has been continued to be one of the dominant problem that educationist confront. Absence is the preliminary step that leads to wastage and stagnation.
Need for research in the area of absenteeism
When such are the harmful effects of absence, the need for research in this area need not be over emphasized . Several studies revealed that the rate of absenteeism is high among primary school children of the age group 6-11 when compared to other age groups. By knowing the causes, the investigator can suggest certain measures.
Further, research is also needed in the field of the effect of absence on scholastic achievement. According to the existing rules, a student of primary school (from classes I to V) has to attend schools not less than 90% of the working days for further promotion. Keeping this rule in view, another study is required to see whether the common belief that absenteeism affects achievement is true. This will help to determine the minimum attendance in the school.
Definition of the concept of absenteeism
Students absenteeism is defined as "Temporary cessation of the student, when his presence is expected".
"Absence of the student from school during regularly working hours". " The failure of student to report for study when he is scheduled to work". A student attends his regular class work during the academic year of his study in a class. The total number of days, a student attends the regular school work and the total number of days the school works during the same academic year are noted. The percentage of attendance was calculated for each student. It was calculated as follows.
Number of days the student attended the school

Percentage of attendance = ---------------------------------------------------------X 100
Number of days school worked
From the percentage of attendance, a student"s percentage of absence was calculated as follows.
Percentage of absence = 100 -Percentage of attendance.
The students were divided into three categories according to their percentage of absence. They are (1) Absentee students (2) Moderately regular students and (3) Regular students.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The problem under study is "Survey based study on causes for absenteeism among primary school children in Baireddypalli Mandal of Chittoor District".
The following are the purposes of the study. 1. Identification of the causes for absence of IV and V class children. 2. Suggesting remedial action for reducing absence.
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY
Generally in rural areas, the rate of absenteeism in primary school children is high when compared to urban secondary school children. The rate of absenteeism is particularly high in Rayalaseema area. Therefore a scientific study of the causes is needed to recommend remedial measures for reducing absence.
Further the study attempts to determine whether there is any relationship between absence and achievement and also the critical level of absence above which it has effect and below which it has no effect on achievement. The study provides scientific basis for fixing minimum attendance in school from the point of view of achievement of the students.
II. Methodology
In this study, survey method was adopted. Statified random sampling method was used to obtain the desired sample.
Location and sample of the study:
In Chittoor District, there are so many Government and private Primary Schools. The investigators felt that it will be difficult to cover the students of all schools in all Mandals. Therefore, it was decided that a few schools in Baireddypalli Mandal should be covered rather than the total schools in Chittoor District. Accordingly, 6 Government Primary Schools were covered in the study. A total sample of 240 students of IV and V classes of 6 M.P.P.Schools in Baireddypalli Mandal were taken for the present study.
Variables used in the present study are Class, Gender, Father Education, Mother Education, Father Occupation, Mother Occupation, Caste, Parental Income, Religion, Locality, Management, Total Family Members.
Tool used for data collection:
The investigators used a tool developed by themselves for carrying out the study. The tool consisted of 70 statements covered from the following are shown in the table below.
If the child agrees an item as a cause for his absenteeism, he puts(√ ) to the statement. He gets 1mark to that statement. If the child disagrees an item as a cause for his absenteeism, he puts (X) to the statement. He gets 2marks to the statement. An individual"s score is the sum of all the scores for the 70 statements. The tools used in the study are 1. Absence cause check list.
Interview Schedule 3. Attendance
Method of data collection :
The tool was administered to sample of absentee students. Before the administration of the tool, permission was taken from the Mandal Educational Officer of Baireddypalli Mandal. Head-Masters of concerned schools were requested to give permission, for the collection of data. The copies of tool was administered to students. The researchers first explained the importance of investigation to the teachers and students. Before giving the check-list to the examinee, certain instructions were given for getting appropriate responses. Data was analyzed using Descriptive statistical methods (Mean, Median, Mode, Standard Deviation), Skewness, Kurtosis and Differential analysis using t -test.
Data analysis :
The null hypothesis for sub-samples was tested by employing "t" test at 5% level of significance using the following formula
III. Results
The results were presented in line with research statements and hypothesis. Since the Skewness obtained -0.239 is a negative value, the peak is shifted towards left. The Kurtosis thus obtained i.e., -0.507 is less than 0.263, the peak of the curve will be leptokurtic that is, a large density of the sample is accumulated at the Mean score it self with out having been distributed. The table value "t" at 5% level of significance is 1.96. The calculated "t" value for all the sub-samples were shown in the following table. A conclusion was made that sub-samples had a low significant difference towards causes for their absenteeism from school.
IV.
Discussion
